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During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1928  farmers'  institutes 
were  officially  conducted  as  a  State-wide  activity  in  13  States.  This  is  two 
States  more  than  held  farmers'  institutes  last  year. 

As  indicative  of  the  desire  of  farmers  in  several  States  to  have 
farmers'  institutes  in  addition  to  the  newer  methods  of  extension  or  county 
agent  work,  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  in  Iowa  the  State  appropria- 
tion for  farmers'  institutes  amounting  to  $4,323.96  was  supplemented  "by  farmers 
and  other  local  people  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  institutes  contrihuting  to 
the  extent  of  $17,714.49  which  is  over  four  times  the  State  aid.   In  Georgia 
the  State  appropriation  used  for  farmers'  institutes  was  augmented  "by  twice 
its  amount  from  private  donations,  while  in  Indiana  private  contributions  of 
$19,550.70  amounted  to  nearly  one  and  a  half  times  as  much  as  the  State  funds 
spent  for  farmers'  institute  work.   In  Ohio  State  farmers'  institute  funds 
were  almost  met  by  private  donations  amounting  to  $16,185.85. 

No  changes  have  occurred  either  in  the  conduct  or  in  the  manage- 
ment of  farmers'  institutes  during  the  year.   In  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Maine,  the 
only  States  holding  farmers'  institutes  that  are  conducted  and  managed  by  agen- 
cies other  than  the  extension  service  at  the  colleges  of  agriculture,  the  in- 
stitutes are  so  completely  lined  up  with  the  county  o^ent  and  other  extension 
forces  that  they  simply  supplement,  reinforce  and  support  the  organized  exten- 
sion program  just  as  is  being  done  in  those  States  where  farmers'  institutes 
are  conducted  and  m^anaged  by  the  extension  service  at  the  college  of  agricul- 
ture. The  State  colleges  of  agriculture  are  therefore  now  supreme  and  in  sole 
command  of  the  agricultural  extension  program,  progress,  and  trend  in  their 
respective  States. 

Controlled  through  State  Departments 

In  the  three  States  where  farmers'  institutes  are  directed  and 
managed  by  the  State  department  of  agriculture  or,  as  in  Illinois,  by  an  inde- 
pendent State  department  of  farmers'  institutes,  573  institutes  were  held  this 
year  lasting  849  days  with  2,154  sessions  at  which  the  attendance  was  258,407 

DISTRIBUTION;   Three  copies  of  this  circular  have  been  sent  to  each  extension 
director  and  one  copy  to  each  agricultural  college  library  and  experiment  sta- 
tion library. 
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persons.   The  instruction  7/as  given  "by  420  persons  of  v;hon  119  v;ere  r-'.emDers  of 
the  extension  service,  40  fron  the  experiment  station  staff,  20  from  the  State 
departnents  of  agri cult-ore  and  241  v/ere  nostly  farmers  amd  farm  women  engaged 
for  the  purpose  "because  of  noteworthy  accor.iplishnents  on  their  own  farms  or 
in  their  own  homes.  The  total  cost  of  these  institutes  \Tas  $64,423.55  derived 
from  special  State  axjpropriations  for  the  purpose  amountirig  to  $39,993,96  and 
$24,429.59  contributed  "by  farmers  and  ether  local  people  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  institutes. 

In  comparison  with  the  previous  year's  report  of  farmers'  insti- 
tutes conducted  by  State  departments,  this  year  shov/s  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  institutes,  days  conducted,  sessions  held  and  attendance  at  the  meetings  but 
at  a  less  total  cost. 

Controlled  tlirough  Colleges  of  Agriculture 

The  ten  States  conducting  farmers'  institutes  this  year  under 
the  direction  of  the  colleges  of  agriculture  lield  a  total  of  1,972  institutes, 
which  lasted  2,971  days,  corprised  6,872  sessions,  and  were  attended  by 
1,095,436  persons.  They  er^loyed  339  instructors  of  whom  117  were  members  of 
the  extension  force,  34  of  i^io  experiment  station  staffs,  8  from  the  State 
departments  of  agriculture,  and  ISO  from,  other  so"urces,  mostly  farmers  and 
farm  women  hired  for  the  purpose  during  the  institute  season.  The  cost  of 
these  institutes  was  $111,378.59.  Of  this  am.ount  $73,542,07  was  derived  from 
State  appro]priations  for  the  purpose  and  $37,835.52  from  other  sources,  mostly 
local  contributions  by  farmers  and  others  in  the  regions  of  the  meetings. 

In  coHTparison  with  the  previous  year's  report  of  farmers'  in- 
stitutes conducted  by  the  colleges  of  agriculture,  this  year  shows  a  slight 
gain  in  the  number  of  sessions  hold  with  an  increase  of  133,225  persons  in 
attendance  and  more  funds  expended  for  this  enterprise. 

All  States  Holding  Farmers'  Institutes 

The  thirteen  States  conducting  farmers'  institutes  this  year 
held  an  aggregate  of  2,545  institutes,  extending  over  a  period  of  3,820  days 
and  conTprising  9,026  sessions,  at  which  a  total  of  1,353,843  persons  were  in 
attendance.  The  instruction  at  these  institutes  was  given  by  759  persons,  of 
whom  236  were  members  of  extension  staffs,  74  were  from  experiment  station 
staffs,  28  from  State  depaxtm.ents  of  agriculture,  and  421  from  outside  sources. 
Those  from  outside  sources  wore  m.ostly  actual  practicing  farmers  and  farm  women, 
selected  and  hired  during  the  institute  season  because  of  their  success  and 
reputation  for  having  actually  done  the  thing  on  their  own  farms  or  in  their 
own  homes  under  normal  conditions,  as  well  as  for  their  ability  to  tell  others 
how  they  did  it .  Farmers  have  confidence  in  and  appreciate  such  instruction 
and  are  more  likely  to  put  their  teachings  into  practice,  because  they  are 
less  skeptical  regarding  practicability.  The  cost  of  these  institutes  was 
$175,802.14,  of  which  $113,536.03  was  from  State  appropriation  and  $62,266.11 
from  local  contributions. 
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Farnors'  institute  work  differs  in  ajuality  as  well  as  in  quanti- 
ty  in  the  sovoral  States.  A  detailed  statement  of  tlie  niimoer  of  farmers'  in- 
stitutes conducted  and  the  extent  of  their  worK:  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1928  will  "be  found  in  the  accompanying  tables  in  which  States  are 
grouped  according  to  the  two  sources  of  management. 
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